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UNDEAD SECTION:  

ON SECTION 66A OF THE IT ACT 
The invalid Section 66A is often invoked out of ignorance, but it serves as a tool of harassment  

 

It is quite disconcerting that the Supreme Court has been informed for the second time in two 

years that Section 66A of the IT Act, which was struck down as unconstitutional six years ago, is still being 

invoked by the police and in some trial courts. One can see why the Court deemed it “a shocking state of 

affairs” when a petition by the People’s Union for Civil Liberties (PUCL) came up for hearing. Section 66A 

made messages deemed by the police to be offensive or menacing to anyone, or those that caused 

“annoyance”, a criminal offence if these were sent through a computer or computer resource. It 

prescribed a prison term of up to three years on conviction. In its landmark judgment in Shreya Singhal 

(2015), the Court ruled that the provision was vague and violated the freedom of free speech. It was so 

broadly defined that it took into its sweep protected speech also, and therefore upset the balance 

between the exercise of the free speech right and the imposition of reasonable restrictions on it. In 

January 2019, too, the Court’s attention was drawn to the same problem of the invalidated provision 

being used by the police to register cases based on complaints. Not much seems to have changed since 

then, and it is quite surprising that the police headquarters and prosecutors in the various States had not 

disseminated the effect of the Court ruling among officers manning police stations.  

 

There were also instances of courts framing charges under Section 66A even after lawyers had 

cited the 2015 judgment. The PUCL has said as many as 745 cases are still pending in district courts in 11 

States. It is not difficult to surmise that police officers who receive complaints and register them as First 

Information Reports may not be aware of the judgment, though one cannot rule out instances of the 

section being invoked deliberately as a tool of harassment. Ignorance of the law is no excuse for the 

citizen, and it must equally be no excuse for police officers who include invalidated sections in FIRs. 

Recently, police in Uttar Pradesh booked a journalist for defamation under Section 500 of the IPC, even 

though the Supreme Court has ruled that defamation can be pursued only by way of private complaints 

and there can be no FIR. The current hearing may result in directions to States and the police, as well as 

the court registries, for appropriate advisories to both station-house officers and magistrates, but it is not 

necessary for those concerned to wait for such orders. Police chiefs and the directorates of prosecution 

must proactively begin a process of conveying to the lower courts and investigators all important 

judgments and their effect on the practices relating to investigation, prosecution and the framing of 

charges from time to time. 

 

 undead (adjective) – soulless.  

 Section 66A of the Information Technology 

Act (noun) – Section 66A provides 

punishment for sending offensive messages 

through communication service, etc. 

 Information Technology Act (noun) – it is an 

Act of the Indian Parliament notified on 17 

October 2000. It is the primary law in India 

dealing with cybercrime and electronic 

commerce. 

 invoke (verb) – cite, refer to, adduce. 

 ignorance (noun) – incomprehension, 

unawareness, unconsciousness; lack of 

knowledge. 

 serve (verb) – act as, function as. 

 harassment (noun) – persecution, persistent 

annoyance, coercion/intimidation. 

 disconcerting (adjective) – discomfiting, 

unsettling, disturbing. 

 strike down (phrasal verb) – abolish, annul, 

nullify (a law or regulation). 

 unconstitutional (adjective) – undemocratic, 

autocratic, dictatorial, totalitarian. 

 trial court (noun) – a court of law where 

cases are tried at first. (try means to 

investigate and decide (a case) in a formal 

trial). 

 deem (verb) – consider, regard as, view as; 

think. 

 state of affairs (phrase) – condition, situation, 

circumstances. 
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 People’s Union for Civil Liberties (PUCL) 

(noun) – a human rights body formed in India 

in 1976 by socialist leader Jayaprakash 

Narayan, as the People’s Union for Civil 

Liberties and Democratic Rights. 

 come up (phrasal verb) – (of a legal suit) 

reach the time when it is planned to be dealt 

with. 

 hearing (noun) – inquiry, legal proceedings, 

trial/court case. 

 offensive (adjective) – hurtful, provocative, 

uncivil; hostile, provoking. 

 menacing (adjective) – threatening, 

intimidating, frightening. 

 annoyance (noun) – irritation, displeasure, 

vexation. 

 offence (noun) – attack, onslaught, assault; 

crime, illegal/unlawful act, misdeed, 

wrongdoing. 

 prescribe (verb) – stipulate, lay down, set 

down, order, impose. 

 conviction (noun) – pronouncement of guilt, 

sentence, judgement. 

 provision (noun) – clause, (legal) term, 

stipulation, requirement, condition. 

 vague (adjective) – imprecise, inexact, 

unclear/uncertain. 

 freedom of speech (noun) – the right to 

express opinions without government 

interference. 

 broadly (adverb) – generally, usually, 

commonly. 

 sweep (noun) – range, ambit, remit, purview, 

limit, extent. 

 exercise (noun) – use, utilization, 

employment. 

 imposition (noun) – introduction, institution; 

enforcement, implementation. 

 draw attention to (phrase) – to make 

someone notice something; emphasize, 

highlight, underscore; focus on. 

 prosecutor (noun) – a lawyer who presents 

the government’s case against someone 

accused of a crime; State counsel. 

 disseminate (verb) – spread, circulate, 

distribute, publicize, communicate, make 

known. 

 ruling (noun) – judgement, adjudication, 

verdict. 

 man (verb) – work (at a place); staff, crew, 

occupy. 

 instance (noun) – a particular case. 

 frame (verb) – formulate, draw up, plan, 

devise, create, orchestrate, engineer, 

coordinate. 

 charge (noun) – accusation, allegation, 

indictment, arraignment. 

 cite (verb) – refer to, adduce, make reference 

to, invoke. 

 as many as (phrase) – considerable, 

substantial. 

 surmise (verb) – guess, conjecture, suspect, 

conclude, speculate. 

 first information report (FIR) (noun) – a 

written document prepared by the police 

when they receive information  about the 

commission of a cognizable offence. 

 rule out (phrasal verb) – eliminate, reject, 

dismiss, disregard, prohibit, prevent. 

 deliberately (adverb) – intentionally, 

purposely, knowingly/wittingly. 

 invalidated (adjective) – nullified, annulled, 

negated, cancelled, quashed, overturned, 

overruled, overridden.  

 defamation (noun) – character assassination, 

libel, misrepresentation, vilification, 

backbiting, scandalmongering, malicious 

gossip. 

 Section 500 of the IPC (noun) – Section 500 

of the IPC deals with “punishment for 

defamation”. 

 Indian Penal Code (IPC) (noun) – The Indian 

Penal Code (IPC) is the official criminal code 

of India. It is a comprehensive code intended 

to cover all substantive aspects of criminal 

law. The draft was passed into law on 6 

October 1860. The Code came into operation 

on 1 January 1862. The Indian Penal Code of 

1860, subdivided into 23 chapters, comprises 

511 sections. IPC deals with crimes and 

punishments. 

 pursue (verb) – engage in, conduct, take part 

in (an activity). 

 by way of (phrase) – as a form of. 

 result in (phrasal verb) – cause, produce, 

effect, contribute to. 

 as well as (phrase) – and also, and in 

addition. 

 advisory (noun) – official communication, 

press release, bulletin, missive, statement, 

report. 

 station-house (noun) – police station, police 

headquarters. 
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 magistrate (noun) – the judicial officers or 

civil officers of a state who handle minor legal 

cases in a specific area like town, district etc. 

 directorate (noun) – council, committee, 

panel, group. 

 prosecution (noun) – legal action, legal 

proceeding, legal case. 

 proactively (adverb) – farsightedly/shrewdly, 

energetically. 

 from time to time (phrase) – occasionally, 

now and again, periodically. 

************************************************************************************* 

 

MURDER OF A PRESIDENT:  

ON ASSASSINATION OF JOVENEL MOISE 

Haiti needs to hold both legislative and presidential elections soon for a legitimate government 

 

The brazen assassination of Jovenel Moïse, the 53-year-old President of Haiti, has pushed the 

impoverished Caribbean country battered by political and economic crises into more chaos. Haitian police 

say 28 foreign mercenaries, including retired Colombian soldiers, killed the President at his residence in 

Port-au-Prince early Wednesday. Most of them were arrested and some were killed in a gun battle. But 

key questions — who the mastermind was, what the motive was and how a group of armed foreigners 

could walk into a presidential residence, shoot him dead and exit — are yet to be answered. Moïse was at 

the centre of a political crisis that had shaken the country in recent months. His opponents claimed that 

his five-year-term came to an end on February 7 and demanded his resignation. Moïse, who took over 

office in February 2017, months after his disputed election in 2016, claimed that his term would be over 

only in February 2022. When the Opposition formed a parallel government, Moïse alleged a coup and 

cracked down on them. Moïse came to power promising to strengthen Haiti’s institutions, fix its economy, 

fight corruption and stabilise governance. But he himself faced serious corruption allegations, his 

government could not hold the 2019 parliamentary elections and the economy contracted under his 

watch. The outbreak of COVID-19 made matters worse. 

 

Now, Haiti stares into an uncertain future. According to the Constitution, the President of the 

Supreme Court should take charge. But the Supreme Court chief died of COVID-19 last month. There is no 

legislature as the 2019 elections have been postponed. For now, interim Prime Minister Claude Joseph 

has taken charge. But Moïse had fired him two days before his death and nominated Ariel Henry, a 

neurosurgeon, for the post. Mr. Joseph is now consolidating the government, but Mr. Henry has asked 

him to step down, signalling that another political crisis is taking shape in the midst of security worries. 

This is not the time for another power struggle. Haiti’s politicians and military should take a phased 

approach of uncovering the truth, stabilising the country and ensuring the formation of a legitimate 

administration. The government’s immediate priority should be to get to the bottom of the assassination. 

If foreign nationals were involved in the attack, as the police have claimed, Haiti should get international 

help in the investigation. And Haitian leaders should not allow the vacuum left by Moïse’s assassination to 

destabilise the country further. Part of the problems Haiti faces is its inability to hold free, fair and 

credible elections in time and ensure a peaceful transition of power. Interim Prime Minister Joseph, Mr. 

Henry and other leaders should come together and hold legislative and presidential elections at the 

opportune time to ensure that a stable government with popular legitimacy is in place to address the 

myriad problems the country is facing. 

 

 assassination (noun) – murder, killing. 

 Haiti (proper noun) – a Caribbean country 

that shares the island of Hispaniola with the 

Dominican Republic to its east. 

 hold (verb) – conduct, organize, arrange. 

 legislative (adjective) – relating to a 

legislature (law-making/governing body). 

 legitimate (adjective) – legal, lawful, 

constitutional. 

 brazen (adjective) – blatant/flagrant; bold 

and shameless; unashamed, unabashed, 

unembarrassed. 
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 impoverished (adjective) – weakened, 

exhausted, drained, diminished, depleted; 

poor, poverty-stricken, penniless, destitute, 

needy. 

 batter (verb) – damage, spoil, impair/ruin; 

smash, hit/strike repeatedly. 

 chaos (noun) – disorder, disarray, turmoil, 

disorganization, disruption. 

 mercenary (noun) – a professional soldier 

hired for service in a foreign army (who works 

mainly for personal profit, particularly money 

rather than for political interests/issues). 

 Port-au-Prince (proper noun) – The capital of 

Haiti. 

 mastermind (noun) – initiator, planner. 

 opponent (noun) – rival, nemesis, combatant, 

competitor. 

 take over (phrasal verb) – assume control of, 

take control of, gain control of, take charge 

of, take command of. 

 parallel government (noun) – a government 

formed by a person or by a group of people 

regardless of the presence of the main 

government with authority. it is basically 

formed to undermine the authority of the 

main government. 

 allege (verb) – charge, accuse, indicate, claim. 

 coup (noun) – a sudden and violent regime 

change, seizure of power, (illegal) takeover of 

power. 

 crack down on (phrasal verb) – get tough on, 

take severe measures against, clamp down 

on. 

 stabilise (verb) – reinforce, fortify, 

strengthen, secure, make stronger. 

 governance (noun) – administration. 

 allegation (noun) – charge, accusation, 

indictment. 

 contract (verb) – decline, decrease, diminish, 

reduce. 

 watch (noun) – stint, spell, turn. 

 outbreak (noun) – outburst, flaring up, 

breakout, sudden appearance/occurrence of 

something. 

 make worse (phrase) – worsen, aggravate, 

exacerbate, compound. 

 stare (verb) – look fixedly, gaze. 

 uncertain (adjective) – unknown, unsure, 

unpredictable. 

 legislature (noun) – law-making or governing 

body; government/authority, administration, 

executive.  

 for now (phrase) – for the time being, for the 

present, for the moment. 

 interim (adjective) – provisional, temporary, 

transitional.   

 fire (verb) – dismiss, discharge, lay off, let go, 

throw out, get rid of, oust. 

 nominate (verb) – appoint. 

 neurosurgeon (noun) – a physician who 

specializes in surgery on the brain and other 

parts of the nervous system. 

 consolidate (verb) – strengthen, make 

stronger, reinforce, fortify (one’s power). 

 step down (phrasal verb) – resign, withdraw, 

quit, stand down, give up one’s job. 

 signal (verb) – indicate, show, express; 

denote, imply. 

 take shape (phrase) – become clear/definite, 

become tangible, come together, fall into 

place. 

 in the midst of (phrase) – in the middle of. 

 phased (adjective) – gradual, step-by-step, 

staggered, incremental. 

 uncover (verb) – detect, discover, unearth, 

find out, expose, unveil, reveal, lay bare. 

 get to the bottom of (phrase) – to find out 

the real reason/cause of something; origin, 

root, source, starting point. 

 vacuum (noun) – gap, space, absence, 

lack/deficiency of something. 

 destabilise (verb) – undermine, weaken, 

damage, unsettle, upset. 

 inability (noun) – incapability, incapacity, 

helplessness. 

 credible (adjective) – acceptable, 

trustworthy, reliable, dependable; believable, 

plausible, reasonable. 

 in time (phrase) – early enough, punctually, 

promptly, on time, at the right time, on 

schedule. 

 transition (noun) – change. 

 opportune (adjective) – favourable, 

advantageous, timely, well timed, 

appropriate, suitable, relevant. 

 popular (adjective) – public, societal. 

 legitimacy (noun) – validity. 

 in place (phrase) – established, arranged. 

 address (verb) – tackle, deal with, attend to, 

try to sort out. 

 myriad (adjective) – a great number, 

countless, various.  
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